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Harvest is at various stages across the RM with some farmers done and some 

with quite a few acres to go yet. Not surprisingly, farmers are finding yields to be 

down this year, probably on average down 50% of normal yields, due to a lack of 

moisture. Depending on how much moisture was in the ground at seeding time, 

fields either germinated well on the soil with good moisture or germinated une-

venly on fields that were lacking moisture. With no significant rain throughout 

the spring, this was evident at harvest time, too, with varying yields and stages 

of maturity, even within the same field. 

 

The various crops throughout the RM included wheat, durum, lentils, chickpeas, 

barley, field peas, fall rye, winter wheat, and canola. Lentils, which are known for 

their drought tolerance, could not tolerate the levels of drought in this country 

this year as farmers found them to be one of the lowest yielding crops this fall. 

Some fields were as low as 10 bushels/acre. However, there were also crops 

that surprised farmers with better production than anticipated, as there were 

durum crops reported at 45 bushels/acre in the northwest part of the RM. 

 

Grades are reported to be good, mostly Number 1, as the crop is coming off 

without getting rained on. Hail was a problem for some farmers, though, with 

reported damages from 5% to almost 100%, depending on location. The hail, for 

many, arrived around August 10 when crops were reaching maturity which 

caused head damage and a lot of shelling out of grain. 

 

Most farmers pulled the combines into the fields earlier than usual, a week or 

two ahead of average. This means a lot are getting done earlier, too, with some 

being done by the end of August. Others, though, are finding that even with the 

hot dry weather that some crops are taking their time to reach maturity. Those 

waiting on crops predict that they wonõt wrap up harvest until late September or 

early October. 

 

One thing farmers agreed on is that the area is in desperate need of moisture, 

whether they were done harvest or not. That being said, they figured a drought 

was much easier to tolerate than the fires, floods, hurricanes, or earthquakes 

that other parts of North America are dealing with! Our biggest risk would be for 

wildfire, so everyone please remain cautious and observe the fire ban that is still 

in place across the village and RM. Keep those water tanks full and the fire-

fighting equipment tuned up. We hope we wonõt have any fires this fall, but we 

need to be ready, just in case. The smoke in the air for the last number of weeks 

from the distant fires has been bad enough; we would not want it any thicker. 

 

Wishing the farmers a safe harvest season, the ranchers a heavy calf crop, and 

a wet fall for all! 
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